Volunteers and the Hatch Act
· FS volunteers represent the FS while performing volunteer duties and may be indistinguishable from FS employees to members of the public.
· FS volunteers should abide by the Hatch Act restrictions governing political activity while they are performing volunteer services to avoid the impression that the FS favors a particular political candidate or party.
· It is important to be careful when talking about planning for potential incoming Administrations because that could transition into a partisan discussion very easily.
· Guidance on political protests is that they should be done on one’s own time, not while on the clock.
· The Hatch Act only covers political activity; non-political flags of other natures would not be covered. However, check your volunteer agreement for what is allowed to be in your host/caretaker site. 
· Scenarios:
· A volunteer campground host is under a volunteer agreements and is living at a FS campground host site for the summer. Can the host have a political bumper sticker on their personal vehicle that is parked in the campground host spot?
· Guidance from the Office of Special Counsel permits up to two political bumper stickers on a car parked in a government lot or garage as long as the vehicle does not appear to be a campaign mobile. Volunteers should follow that guidance, which would permit them to place a political bumper sticker on a personal vehicle.
· A volunteer campground host is under a volunteer agreement and is living at a FS campground host site for the summer. Can the host wear a political shirt while off duty while spending time in their host spot?
· As long as the host is off duty and not performing volunteer services, the host could wear a partisan political shirt while at the campground. The host should not wear a partisan political shirt while performing any FS volunteer activities.
· A volunteer campground host is under a volunteer agreement and is living at a FS campground host site for the summer. Can the host fly a political flag from their RV while parked in the host spot.
· Flying a flag would create the appearance that the vehicle is a “campaign mobile.” Political flags should not be flown in government spots.
· A volunteer campground host is under a volunteer agreement and is living at a FS campground host site for the summer. Can the host be involved in political advocacy, on their personal computer and while off-duty from volunteering, but while occupying the host site?
· Yes! As long as not identifying as an FS volunteer on the forum.
· Can a concession campground host at a FS campground fly a political flag or display a partisan political sign?
· No! The FS views its developed campgrounds as a limited public forum where display of employees’ or concessionaires’ political, social, or religious views is not appropriate. These displays are inappropriate in public accommodations or on property used at the developed campground by a campground host in connection with the provision of public accommodations.

